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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
I 970 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  COUNCILLORS : 

The  presentation  of  this  Report  remains  similar  to  that  in  previous  years.  In  this  preface  some  of  the 
more  important  points  are  discussed. 

THE  BIRTH  RATE  AND  MIDWIFERY 

There  was  a slight  rise  in  the  total  number  of  live  births  in  the  Division  in  1970:  these  were  2498  as 

compared  with  2465  in  1969.  This  goes  against  the  previous  national  trend  of  a slightly  lower  birth  rate  in 
each  year  since  1966.  However,  at  the  beginning  of  1970  there  was  a slight  rise  in  the  first  quarter  in  live 
births  nationally  which  was  thought  to  be  due  to  two  factors:  first,  to  the  worry  that  women  had  about  the  use 

of  the  pill,  caused  by  the  adverse  publicity  given  to  this  medicament  in  the  second  half  of  1969,  which  led  to 

many  turning  to  less  reliable  forms  of  contraception;  second,  some  people  think  that  the  mild  influenza  epidemic 
in  the  early  part  of  1969  may  have  postponed  the  cbnception  of  some  babies  because  of  the  illness  affecting 
the i r parent  s . 

Locally  however,  the  midwifery  services  of  the  Division  have  been  over-stretched,  and  the  rise  in  births 
early  in  the  year  caused  considerable  difficulty.  For  some  years  the  maternity  units  have  practiced  the  early 
discharge  of  mothers  from  hospital;  many  return  home  within  48  hours  of  the  child's  birth,  others  between  the 

second  and  the  fifth  day.  Until  the  end  of  the  1950’s  it  was  customary  for  most  mothers  to  stay  in  hospital 

for  ten  days  after  the  delivery  of  the  child.  The  new  policy  has  meant  that  more  babies  are  being  delivered 
in  hospital,  so  in  Division  9,  the  number  of  hospital  births  increased  from  1392  in  1965  to  1948  in  1970.  In 
spite  of  this  the  total  nursing  load  increased  because  mothers  required  supervision  during  the  antenatal,  period 
and  during  that  part  of  the  1 y ing- in- pe r iod  remaining  after  their  discharge  from  hospital. 


YEAR  1965  1970 
Domiciliary  births  926  587 
Hospital  births: 

Discharged  - 48  hours  200  475 
48  hours  to  5 days  242  601 
6th  to  JOth  day  203  272 

TOTAL  645  1348 


Thus  the  total  born  at  home  plus  those  discharged  early  after  being  born  in  hospital  rose  from  1571  in  1965  to 
1935  in  1970. 


At  the  same  time  the  number  of  midwives  fell  from  21  in  1965  to  17  in  1970.  This  difficult  situation  was 
being  tackled  vigorously  at  the  end  of  the  year  by  the  County  and  Divisional  Staff. 

FAMILY  PLANNING 

In  1970  it  was  possible  to  open  one  family  planning  clinic  at  Swillington  as  a direct  service  run  by  the 
County  Council  for  the  mothers  in  the  area.  The  clinic  was  opened  on  the  1st  August,  and  a second  one  was 
planned  to  open  in  Rothwell  at  the  beginning  of  1971.  The  demand  for  family  planning  advice  is  increasing 
very  greatly,  and  more  parents  are  seeking  skilled  professional  help  with  this  matter  than  previously.  Because 
of  this  the  number  of  clinics  and  other  family  planning  services  in  the  Division  will  have  to  be  increased  in 
the  immediate  future. 

GERIATRIC  SCREENING  CLINICS 

One  problem  that  has  concerned  many  people  greatly  over  the  last  few  years  is  the  large  number  of  elderly 
people,  who,  either  do  not  enjoy  life  to  the  full,  or  who  are  seriously  limited  in  their  activities,  or  who  are 


isolated  because  of  minor  physical  illness.  In  an  attempt  to  undertake  some  work  on  their  behalf  Geriatric 
Screening  Clinics  were  started  in  the  middle  of  1970  at  the  following  places:>- 


Bishopthorpe 
Micklef ie Id 
Sherburn-in-Elmet 
Tadcaster 
Wetherby 
Woodies  ford 


Garf orth 
K i r khamga t e 
Methley 
Oulton 
Rothwe 1 1 
Wrenthorpe 


They  were  based  on  the  Old  People’s  Clubs  and  Darby  and  Joan  Clubs  where  people  volunteered  to  be  seen  by  the 
doctors.  This  was  a pilot  scheme  in  the  area  and  the  evaluation  of  early  results  is  proceeding.  However 
it  appears  likely  that  a small  amount  of  illness  that  required  treatment  was  being  found  amongst,  what  was 
in  fact,  the  fittest  part  of  the  elderly  population.  It  raises  the  question  as  to  how  much  untreated  illness 
exists  in  the  people  who  are  unable  to  attend  clubs. 

DEVELOPMENT  ASSESSMENT 


At  the  other  end  of  life  advances  were  also  made  during  1970.  For  many  years  doctors  and  Psychologists 
have  been  studying  how  children  grow  and  develop.  From  this  work  a number  of  tests  have  been  evolved  to 
measure  the  child’s  level  of  maturity,  and  whether  his  progress  is  keeping  pace  with  what  would  be  expected 
for  an  ordinary  child.  A group  of  tests  were,  therefore,  brought  together  for  use  by  the  health  visitors 
in  screening  clinics,  to  see  how  normally  each  child  under  their  care  was  developing.  Where  a child  did 
not  come  up  to  the  expected  level  of  development  he  was  referred  to  a doctor  for  further  specialised  exam- 
ination to  make  sure  that  there  was  no  underlying  handicap  or  disability  preventing  his  normal  progress. 

In  this  way  it  is  hoped  to  achieve  two  things.  First,  to  arrange  treatment  early  for  those  children  who 
require  remedial  help  for  their  handicap,  and  second,  to  ensure  that  the  parents  get  adequate  advice  on  the 
upbringing  of  a handicapped  child,  and  information  about  the  services  available  from  the  Social  Services,  the 
Education  Departments  and  voluntary  bodies. 


The  work  in  Division  9 acted  as  a pilot  scheme  for  the  whole  County  and  towards  the  end  of  1970  a general 
County  scheme  was  devised  which  took  account  of  the  experience  in  this  division.  The  final  County  scheme 
differed  in  some  respects  from  that  originally  introduced  here,  the  modifications  reflecting  some  of  the  problet 
the  staff  had  encountered.  Plans  were  being  made,  towards  the  end  of  1970,  to  bring  into  operation  early  in 
1971  the  modified  County  scheme.  The  medical  and  nursing  staff  find  this  work  of  great  interest.  Much 

benefit  is  already  beginning  to  accrue  to  that  small  proportion  of  children  who  prove  to  have  a handicap  which 
either  needs  treatment  or  about  which  their  parents  need  advice.  As  with  the  scheme  for  geriatric  screening 
this  work  is  undertaken  in  co-operation  with  the  family  doctors. 


RUBELLA  VACCINATION 

During  1970  vaccination  against  rubella  was  introduced  under  a scheme  organised  by  the  Department  of  Healtl 
and  Social  Security.  The  early  uptake  of  this  vaccination  was  relatively  small  in  this  Division,  and  was 
hampered  by  a temporary  shortage  of  supplies.  The  shortage  of  supplies  was  very  quickly  put  right,  and 
towards  the  end  of  the  year  a scheme  was  launched  to  reactivate  interest  in  this  procedure. 

CONCLUSION 


In  concluding  the  preface  to  this  report  I must  pay  a tribute  to  two  doctors  who  served  the  Division 
until  1970.  Dr.  Dolton  was  Divisional  Medical  Officer  from  1967  to  8th  November,  1970,  when  he  moved  to 
Cheshire  as  First  Deputy  County  Medical  Officer.  He  is  a man  of  outstanding  drive  and  ability,  to  whom  the 
district  councils  constituting  Division  9 and  the  County  services  in  the  area  owe  a great  deal.  In  much  of 
this  Annual  Report  I am  merely  acting  as  recording  angel  for  the  work  done  by  Dr.  Dolton. 

In  addition,  Dr.  Samuel  Brock,  who  had  been  Deputy  Divisional  Medical  Officer  from  1968  to  the  middle  of 
1970  was  promoted  as  Divisional  Medical  Officer  for  Division  18  of  the  West  Riding.  He  was  a very  able 
deputy  to  Dr.  Dolton  and  gave  very  close  support  in  all  the  new  schemes  that  Dr.  Dolton  introduced.  I am 
sure  that  the  district  councils  would  like  to  wish  both  these  able  doctors  well  in  their  new  sphere  of 
act ivi ty . 

May  I conclude  my  report  by  thanking  the  District  Councils  and  their  Officers  for  their  help  and  support 
in  the  short  time  that  I have  had  the  privilege  of  being  Acting  Medical  Officer  for  this  Area. 


H.W.S.  FRANCIS 


ACTING  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


TABLE  I 


PRINCIPAL  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1970 


Gar f orth 
Urban 
District 


Rothwe 1 1 
Urban 
District 


Stanley 

Urban 

District 


Tadcas  t e r 
Rural 
District 


We  the  rby 
Rural 
District 


Di vi s i ona  1 
Totals 


Population  (Mid-year  1970) 
Live  Births: 

Total 

Legitimate 
Illegitimate 
St i 1 lbir the 
Deaths  of  Infants: 

Legi t isate 
Illegitimate 
Under  one  week 
Under  four  weeks 
Total  under  one  year 
Deaths  (All  causes) 


22,260 

619 

599 

20 

9 


27, 660 

453 

431 

22 


19,990 

381 

367 

14 

2 


33,800 

556 

527 

29 

7 


32,710 

489 

460 

29 

10 


136,420 

2,498 

2,384 

114 

34 


15  5 

2 

11  2 

1 1 4 

15  7 

222  394 


6 8 

4 3 

4 4 

6 9 

199  356 


7 41 

3 

3 23 

5 28 

7 44 

256  1,427 


CRUDE  AND  ADJUSTED  RATES 


Live  Births  27.8 

Live  Births  (Adjusted)  24.5 

Illegitimate  Births  per 

1000  live  births  32.3 

Deaths  (All  causes)  10.0 

Deaths  (Adjusted)  14.5 

Maternal  Mortality 

Stillbirths  14 

Perinatal  Mortality  32 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  18 

Early  Neo-Natal  Mortality 

(under  1 week)  18 

Infant  Mortality 

All  infants  per  1000  live  births  24 

Legitimate  infants  per  1000 

legitimate  live  births  25 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1000 
illegitimate  live  births 
Tuberculosis  • respiratory 

Tuberculosis  - other  0.09 

Tuberculosis  all  forms  0.09 

Cancer  (all  forms)  1.30 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system  1.39 

Heart  and  Circulatory  Disease  4.22 

Respiratory  1.57 


16  ..4 
16.7 

48.6 

14.2 

11.5 

13 

17 
9 


15 

12 

9.9 


2 . 13 
3.00 
4.66 
1 . 99 


19.1  16.4 

18.9  16.4 

36.7  52.1 

10.0  10.5 

11.5  12.4 

1 . 78 

5 12 

16  18 

10  7 

10  5 

16  16 

16  15 

34 . 5 


2.05  2.28 
1.75  1.51 
3.65  3.55 
1.30  1.72 


14.9 

16.7 

59.3 
7.8 

10.4 

20 

26 

10 

6 

14 

15 


1 . 44 

1 . 22 
3.33 
0. 70 


18.3 


45.6 

10.5 

0.39 

13.4 

22.5 

11.2 


17.6 

17.2 

26.3 

0.01 

0.01 

1.85 
1 . 76 

3.85 
1.44 


Comparability  Factors: 

Births  0.88  1.02  0.99  1.00  1.12 

Deaths  1.45  0.81  1.16  1.18  1.33 


All  the  maternal  mortality,  stillbirth  and  peri-natal  mortality  rates  are  per  1000  live  and  stillbirths 


DIVISIONAL  VITAL  STATISTICS 


The  National  Birth  Rate  continues  to  fall,  being 
year  under  review.  The  Divisional  Birth  Rate,  while 
in  1967  to  18. 3.  There  are  considerable  differences 
even  when  adjusted  for  the  average  age  of  the  populati 
to  16.4  in  Tadcaster. 


17.2  per  thousand  inhabitants  in  1967  and 
higher  than  the  national  average,  has  fal 
between  the  five  districts  comprising  the 
on  (see  Table  1).  These  range  from  24.5 


16.0  in  the 
en  from  18.9 
Division, 
in  Garforth 


TABLE  2 

RECORD  OF  DEATHS  IN  AGE  GROUPS  1970 


GARFORTH 

URBAN 

DISTRICT 


ROTHWELL 

URBAN 

DISTRICT 


STANLEY 

URBAN 

DISTRICT 


TADCASTER 

RURAL 

DISTRICT 


WETHERBY 

RURAL 

DISTRICT 


Under  1 year 
1 - 4 years 

5-14  years 
15  - 24  years 
25  - 34  years 
35  - 44  years 
45  - 54  years 
55  - 64  years 

65  - 74  years 

75  and  over 


M F Total 


F 


Total 


M F Total  M 


Total  M F Total 


7 8 

3 

1 1 

2 

2 2 

4 2 

10  6 

26  9 

38  28 

24  49 


15  4 3 

3 - 1 

2 - 2 

2 2 1 

4 5 1 

6 6 3 

16  10  12 

35  35  20 

66  59  43 

73  70  117 


7 4 2 

,1 

2 - 1 

3 2 1 

6 2- 
9-2 
22  11  3 

55  19  16 

102  40  27 

187  34  35 


6 6 3 


1 - 1 

3 3 2 

2 2 4 

2 5 1 

14  17  7 

35  39  24 

67  58  44 

69  57  83 


9 3 4 

2 
l 

5 2 - 

6 3 

6 6 1 

24  3 7 

63  23  9 

102  40  26 

140  S3  74 


7 

2 

2 

3 

7 

10 

32 

66 

127 


117  105 


222  191  203 


394  112  87 


199  187  169 


356  135  121 


256 


The  National  Death  Rate  has  varied  a little,  being  11.2  in  1967  and  11.7  in  1970.  Table  2 which  shows 

the  age  at  death,  serves  to  emphasise  the  quality  of  child  care  today.  It  is  not  until  late  middle  age  that 
the  death  rate  becomes  appreciable. 


TABLE  3 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  1970 


Enteritis  and  other  diarrhoeal  diseases 
Late  effects  of  respiratory  Tuberculosis 
Meningococcal  infection 
Syphilis  and  its  sequelae 

Malignant  neoplasm:  Buccal  cavity  etc. 

Oesophagus 
St  otnach 
Intest ine 
Larynx 

Lung,  Bronchus 

Breast 

Uterus 


GARFORTH 

URBAN 

DISTRICT 


ROTHWELL 

URBAN 

DISTRICT 


STANLEY  TADCASTER 

URBAN  RURAL 

DISTRICT  DISTRICT 


WETHERBY 

RURAL 

DISTRICT 


M F 


M F M F M 


F 


F 


2 

1 

4 6 3 

2 2 5 

1 

2 - 13 


1 

1 


2 


1 


1 

2 

1 1 3 

4 2 3 

2 3 6 

1 - 2 

6 116 


1 

3 


6 


2 

3 

2 

7 


1 

3 

2 

1 


4 


3-3-6 

3-1-1 


3 

2 


Carried  Forward  9 14  26  15  17  12  30  18  15  14 


Table  3 - Continued 


Brought  forward 
Malignant  Neoplasm:  Prostate 
Leukaemia 
Other 

Benign  and  unspecified  neoplasms 

Diabetes  Mellitus 

Other  endocrine  etc.  diseases. 

Anaemias 

Other  diseases  of  blood  etc. 

Mental  disorders 
Multiple  Sclerosis 

Other  diseases  of  nervous  system 
Meningi t is 

Chronic  rheumatic  heart  disease 

Hypertensive  disease 

Ischaemic  heart  disease 

Other  forms  of  heart  disease 

Cerebrovascular  disease 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

Inf luenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 
Asthma 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
Peptic  Ulcer 
Append ic it i s 

Intestinal  obstruction  and  hernia 
Other  diseases  of  digestive  system 
Cirrhosis  of  liver 
Hyperplasia  of  prostate 
Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

Other  diseases,  geni t o- ur inary  system 
Other  complications  of  pregnancy  etc. 
Diseases  of  musculo- skeletal  system 
Congenital  anomalies 

Birth  injury,  difficult  labour  etc. 
Other  causes  of  perinatal  mortality 
Symptoms  and  ill-defined  conditions 
Motor  vehicle  accidents 
All  other  accidents 

Suicide  and  self-inflicted  injuries 
All  other  external  causes 


GARFORTH 

URBAN 

DISTRICT 

M F 

9 14 


ROTHWELL 

URBAN 

DISTRICT 


STANLEY 

URBAN 

DISTRICT 

M F 

17  12 

1 1 


TADCASTER 

RURAL 

DISTRICT 


1 1 


1 

4 

1 


2 

2 

1 


WETHERBY 

RURAL 

DISTRICT 

M F 

15  14 

2 

8 7 

1 

2 1 


1 

41 

9 

14 

9 


1 

3 

2 


3 

27 

11 

26 

7 


1 

1 

2 


1 

1 

1 


TOTALS 


117  105  191  203 


112 


87  187  169 


135  121 


The  causes  of  death  are  shown  in  Table  3,  cancer  and  diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulation  accounting  for 
the  great  majority  of  deaths.  There  were  54  deaths  from  lung  cancer  (44  male,  10  female)  and  whilst  we  do  not 
know  how  many  were  smokers,  on  statistical  grounds  they  were  forty  times  more  likely  to  be  smokers  than  non- 
smoke r s . 


TABLE  * 

INFANT  MORTALITY  IN  1970 


Deaths  from  stated  causes  under  one  year  of  age 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH 


1 . Prematurity 
2.  Congenital  Abnormalities 


(«) 

C.N.S. 

(b) 

C. V.S. 

(c) 

Other 

Infect 

ion 

(a) 

Respiratory 

(b) 

Alimentary 

(c) 

Othe  r 

4.  Haemorrhage 

5.  Asphyxia 

(a)  Inhalation  of  vomit 


2 2 


2 


1 

2 


12  1 


2 


13 


2 


1 


22  2 4 - 28  5 


1 - 1 


5 5 1 44 


Table  4 shows  the  causes  of  death  of  the  44  children  who  died  in  the  first  year  of  life,  28  dying  during  the 
first  4 weeks.  The  mortality  rate  of  17.6  is  slightly  below  the  national  average  of  18.2  per  thousand  live  births 
Respiratory  infections  have  been  the  most  common  cause  of  infant  deaths. 


TABLE  5 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1970 


DISEASE 


Meas les 
Scarlet  Fever 
Food  Poisoning 
Whooping  Cough 
Infective  Hepatitis 


54  4 12! 

10  11  21 

3 3 1 

13  4 25 

1 1 


12  66  43 

12  9 


2 13  10 


Measles 

o 

Dysentery 

Scarlet  Fever 
J 

J Meningococcal  Infection 

* Food  Poisoning 

^ Whooping  Cough 

Infective  Hepatitis 


141  18  374 

107  13  8 

24  34  18 

3 - 1 

3 3 3 

32  16  13 

9 26  20 


175 

3 

5 

1 


° Measles 

3 Dysentery 

U Scarlet  Fever 

z Meningococcal  Infection 

H Whooping  Cough 

CO 

Infective  Hepatitis 


99  11  146 

8 1 6 

12  18  6 


7 


87  52 

2 1 

1 5 


3 


1 6 16 

5 11  3 


9 


q Measles 

q,'  Dysentery 

x Scarlet  Fever 

[2  Meningococcal  Infection 

< Whooping  Cough 

o Typhoid 

H Infective  Hepatitis 


395  129  292 

3 9 4 

7 42  4 

1-2 
7 2 21 


14  140  136 

1 2 

2 

1 7 13 


2 


2 

2 


15  29 


3 4 


Measles 

O Dysentery 

ot  Scarlet  Fever 

>•  Whooping  Cough 

QQ 

a : Infective  Hepatitis 

z 
H 
0) 


395  33  193 

24  5 4 

16  45  3 

1 4 3 


9 95 


82 

2 


Age  Unki 


TABLE  6 


AGE 


IS-  19  years 
20-24  years 
25-34  years 
45-54  years 
55-64  years 
65  and  over 


TOTALS 


TUBERCULOSIS  - NEW  CASES  NOTIFIED  1970 


GARFORTH  U.D 


ROTHWELL  U.D. 


STANLEY  U.D.  TADCASTER  R.D 


WETHERBY  R.D. 


3-2111  - - 2 


2 


18  new  casesof  tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year,  11  of  these  being  pulmonary  cases.  This  shows 
a decline  in  notifications,  the  figure  for  1969  being  18  new  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis.  B.C.G.  vaccination 
of  school  children  has  continued  and  in  1970,  of  1450  children  offered  testing  and  vaccination,  85.5%  (1233) 
accepted  the  invitation  and  after  testing  1046  children  were  vaccinated  against  tuberculosis. 

Table  7 shows  the  number  of  cases  on  the  Tuberculosis  Registers  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


TABLE  7 


DISTRICT 


Garforth  Urban 
Rothwell  Urban 
Stanley  Urban 
Tadcaster  Rural 


PULMONARY 


15 

126 


NON-PULMONARY 


Wetherby  Rural 


PERSONAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 


From  the  following  table  will  be  seen  the  number  of  deliveries  at  home  and  in  hospital  for  the  five 
districts  which  comprise  the  Division.  It  will  be  noted  considerable  differences  between  the  percentages 
of  home  confinements  persists.  It  speaks  well  for  the  care  of  the  domiciliary  midwives  that  the  infant 
mortality  rates  are  what  they  are. 


TABLE  8 


DISTRICT 


DOMICILIARY 

DELIVERIES 


HOSPITAL 

DELIVERIES 


PERCENTAGE  OF 
DOMICILIARY 
DELIVERIES 


1969  1970  1969  1970 


1 969 


1970 


Garforth  Urban 
Rothwell  Urban 
Stanley  Urban 
Tadcaster  Rural 
Wetherby  Rural 


160  197 

111  102 

136  121 

120  114 

66  50 

593  584 


419  431 
351  357 
264  262 
457  449 
421  449 

1912  1948 


20.8  31.2 

24.0  22.4 

34.0  31.6 

20.8  20.2 

13.6  10.0 

23.6  23.0 


The  responsibility  for  the  care  of  the  baby  becomes  that  of  the  Health  Visitor  on  the  eleventh  day. 

During  the  year  Health  Visitors  visited  12,358  children  under  the  age  of  five  years.  Inter  alia  they  visited 
1,183  persons  aged  65  years  or  over  excluding  domestic  help  visits:,  and  gave  Health  Education  as  appropriate 
to  all  sections  of  the  community. 

9 Case  Conferences  of  field  workers  were  called  during  the  year  to  discuss  12  families  where  concern  had 
been  expressed  about  children  neglected  or  ill-treated  in  their  own  homes. 

During  the  year  there  was  continued  expansion  of  playgroups  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  of 
registered  groups  was  41.  In  addition  there  were  62  registered  child  minders. 

CARE  OF  THE  SCHOOL  CHILD  - The  number  of  pupils  attending  schools  in  the  Division  as  at  30th  September  1970, 
was  22,219  and  of  this  number  3,329  pupils  received  a full  medical  examination.  The  physical  condition  of 
9 pupils  was  considered  unsatisfactory  by  the  school  doctor.  School  Nurses  undertook  37,681  cleanliness 
inspections  and  found  283  pupils  to  be  infested. 

While  the  family  doctor  assumes  the  greater  responsibility  for  the  care  of  the  general  health  of  the 
school  child,  the  School  Medical  Service  concentrates  on  those  defects  liable  to  have  a detrimental  effect 
on  education,  and  the  most  readily  ascertained  defects  are  those  of  vision  and  hearing.  973  children  were 
treated  for  errors  of  refraction  (including  squint)  and  303  children  had  spectacles  prescribed.  36  children 
were  known  to  be  in  school  with  hearing  aids.  This  number  includes  30  pupils  at  Bridge  House  Special  School. 
2,985  6/7  year  olds  were  routinely  tested  for  hearing  and  77  of  these  were  referred  for  investigation.  Some 
children  fail  to  benefit  from  school  because  of  a physical  defect,  others  do  not  do  so  because  of  limited 
intelligence.  Children  who  have  neither  physical  or  mental  defect  may  also  not  get  on  well  at  school  and  it 
is  often  found  that  they  have  an  emotional  problem.  96  children  were  treated  at  Child  Guidance  Clinics  held 

in  Rothwell  and  Tadcaster. 

CARE  OF  THE  MENTALLY  SUBNORMAL  AND  MENTALLY  ILL  - The  two  Senior  Mental  Welfare  Officers  and  four  Mental  Welfare 
Officers  who  work  within  the  Division  have  continued  to  be  fully  occupied.  Cases  are  mainly  referred  from 


hospitals.  Consultant  Psychiatrists  and  family  doctors  although  there  are  a few  self  referrals.  Members  of 
the  public  are  again  urged  to  get  in  touch  with  these  officers  if  they  have  serious  doubts  about  their  own 
mental  stability  or  of  their  relatives  and  friends. 

CARE  OF  THE  AGED  - An  increasing  proportion  of  the  Home  Nurse’s  time  is  spent  in  caring  for  the  aged.  A total 
of  70,005  visits  were  paid  by  Home  Nurses  during  the  year  of  which  visits  no  less  than  44,480  were  to  the  aged. 
Chiropody  is  widely  available  throughout  the  Division  at  42  centres.  2,439  patients  received  11,621  treatments 
and  of  these  224  patients  received  677  treatments  at  home. 

Home  Helps  do  not  exclusively  care  for  the  elderly  but  the  vast  majority  of  the  hours  worked  is  spent  with 
those  aged  65  or  over.  A total  of  173,676  hours  were  worked  by  335  part-time  Home  Helps.  A summary  of  cases 
and  hours  worked  is  given  below. 


CLASS  OF  CASE 


No.  OF  CASES 


HOURS  SERVICE 


Maternity  31 
Chronic  Sick  (under  65)  71 
Chronic  Sick  (over  65)  1,079 
Others  25 


706 
11,241 
159, 170 
2 , 559 


The  incontinent  pad  service  continues  to  be  widely  used  and  is  much  appreciated. 

VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION  - The  number  of  children  vaccinated  or  immunised  can  be  seen  from  tables  9,  10, and 
11  . 


TABLE  9 

VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 


Pr imary 


I minimi  sat  ion 

Chi ldren 

born  in  year 

Course 

1970 

1969 

1968 

1967 

Pre-  1967 

Total 

Pol i omy e litis 

22 

1510 

430 

12 

23 

1997 

Diptheria 

22 

1504 

427 

8 

12 

1973 

Pertussis 

22 

1500 

424 

8 

3 

1957 

Te  t anus 

22 

1504 

427 

8 

27 

1988 

Re- inforc ing 

Doses 

1970 

TABLE  10 

Children  born 

1969 

in  year: 

1968 

1967 

Pre- 1967 

Total 

Pol iomyel it ies 

2 

39 

62 

13 

4 94 

610 

D iphthe  r i a 

2 

33 

59 

15 

512 

621 

Pertussis 

2 

34 

54 

9 

99 

198 

Tetanus 

2 

33 

62 

2 1 

693 

811 

TABLE  II 


SMALLPOX  VACCINATION 


Age  at  date  of 
Vacc ina t ion 


Number  of  persons  vaccinated 
(or  re- vacc inated  during  year) 

Number  vaccinated  Number  re-vaccinated 


0-3  months  3 

3-6  months 

6-9  months  7 

9 - 1 2 months  7 

1 year  1301 

2-4  years  239 

S - 14  years  53 

TOTAL  1610 


27 

39 

66 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 


A comprehensive  statement  of  the  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  area  will  be  found  in  the  report  of  the 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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To:  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  GARFORTH  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  on  the  work  carried  out  by  your  Public  Health  Department, 


HOUSING 


In  this  area  there  are  very  few  houses  which  can  be  classified  as  unfit  for  human  habitation,  due  to  the 
fact  that  over  the  past  years  one  out  of  every  six  privately  owned  pre-war  houses  has  been  condemned  and  the 
tenants  rehoused  in  Council  owned  dwellings.  Whilst  no  very  detailed  statistics  are  available  regarding 
statutory  overcrowding,  it  is  obvious,  from  details  available  that  there  is  no  real  problem  in  this  area. 

From  time  to  time,  however,  it  will  still  be  necessary  to  deal  with  odd  individual  houses  which,  for  a 
variety  of  reasons,  become  unfit  and  not  worthy  of  improvement  even  with  the  aid  of  grants.  During  the  past 
year  a further  11  houses  were  condemned,  bringing  the  total  dealt  with  in  post-war  years  to  477;  133  at 

Allerton  Bywater,  99  at  Garforth,  and  245  at  Kippax,  and  in  all  these  cases  the  occupiers  were  rehoused  during 

the  year. 

The  total  of  Council  owned  dwellings  remains  the  same  as  last  year,  2022  (639  at  Allerton  Bywater,  711  at 

Garforth  and  672  at  Kippax)  but  at  the  time  of  writing  this  Report  plans  are  well  advanced  for  further  extensive 

housing  programmes  in  each  of  the  three  areas.  During  1970  a further  341  houses  and  7 flats  were  constructed 
by  private  firms  for  sale  and  the  demand  for  this  type  of  accommodation  in  this  area  seems  insatiable.  As, 
however,  this  only  caters  in  the  main  for  people  wishing  to  move  into  Garforth  from  Leeds  and  other  towns  and 
cities,  there  is  still  a big  demand  for  rented  council  accommodation,  and  this  is  no  doubt  partly  influenced 
by  the  very  high  standard  of  dwelling,  Parker  Morris  standard  or  above,  which  must  now  be  provided. 

At  present  the  housing  lists  show  that  there  are  459  outstanding  applications  for  Council  houses,  against 
a corresponding  figure  of  653  last  year,  comprising  94  at  Allerton  Bywater,  227  at  Garforth  and  138  at  Kippax. 
However,  as  previously  mentioned,  this  does  not  really  give  a true  picture  of  the  situation,  as  a detailed 

analysis  of  the  housing  lists  would  no  doubt  show  that  many  of  the  applicants  are  already  adequately  housed, 

and  the  number  in  real  need  is  in  reality  far  less  than  shown.  Another  factor  to  take  into  consideration  in 
assessing  the  true  housing  problem  is  the  fact  that  of  the  459  outstanding  applications  171  are  from  people 
living  outside  the  urban  district. 

Once  again,  however,  one  must  emphasise  that  as  the  years  go  by  the  demand  for  additional  rented  accommodation 
for  the  elderly  continues  unabated,  and  one  has  only  to  visit  the  excellent  developments  provided  in  this  area 
to  understand  the  reason  why.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  West  Riding  County  Council  will  reverse  their  policy 


of  restricting  grants  for  the  provision  of  wardens  services,  as  this  is  one  service  which  is  of  extreme 
benefit  to  the  aged,  and  one  that  has  proved  its  worth  time  and  time  again.  Even  in  the  face  of  a proud 
record  there  are  still  ^10  outstanding  applications  for  old  person’s  accommodation,  compared  with  last  year’s 
figure  of  324,  comprising  49  at  Allerton  Bywater,  191  at  Garforth  and  70  at  Kippax,  but  once  again  it  must  be 
noted  that  of  the  310  applications,  108  are  from  persons  resident  outside  the  Urban  District.  However,  at 
the  time  of  writing  this  Report  plans  are  well  advanced  for  the  building  of  more  dwellings  for  the  elderly. 

The  following  tables  give  details  of  slum  clearance  progress  since  1947 


YEAR 


ALLERTON  BYWATER 


GARFORTH 


1947 

1948 
1 949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 
1 958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

1969 

1970 


25 

1 

9 

7 


9 

19 

7 

6 

28 

7 

1 


28 


10 

12 

7 

1 

2 


2 

3 


13 

2 

15 

2 


KIPPAX 


16 
1 1 

19 
11 
15 
12 

20 
32 

5 

12 

9 


7 

14 

5 

14 

6 
2 
2 

11 


TOTALS  133 


99 


245 


ALLERTON  BYWATER  GARFORTH 


KIPPAX  TOTAL 


Number  of  houses  represented  133 

Number  of  families  re-housed  133 

Number  of  persons  rehoused  430 

Number  of  undertakings 

accepted  to  repair  or  not  to 
use  for  human  habitation  4 

Number  of  families  still  to 
rehouse 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  421 

Percentage  of  houses  built 

allocated  to  slum  clearance  31.6% 


99 

99 

294 

9 

427 

23.2% 


245 

245 

750 

11 

491 
4 9.9% 


477 

477 

1474 

24 

1339 
3 5.6% 


SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION 

Of  the  8,500  houses  in  the  district  only  7 are  not  provided  with  satisfactory  water  closets,  the  only 
houses  not  on  the  water  carriage  system  being  situated  in  very  isolated  parts  of  the  area  where  the  cost  of 
providing  a public  sewer  would  far  exceed  the  value  of  the  property. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  HOUSES 

During  the  year  under  review  the  Council  continued  to  encourage  owners  to  improve  properties  with  the  aid 
of  grants  and  loans.  The  introduction  of  the  Housing  Act  1969  is  at  the  time  of  writing  this  Report,  showing 
obvious  signs  of  succeeding  in  convincing  owners  of  the  advantages  to  be  gained  in  carrying  out  more  extensive 
schemes  of  improvement  and  repair,,  and  will,  no  doubt,  in  the  future  result  in  the  preservation  of  many  more 

houses.  The  results  of  some  of  these  grant  aided  improvements  have  to  be  seen  to  be  believed,  and  many  houses 

in  this  area  have  been  transformed  from  near  slum  conditions  to  very  desirable  dwellings,  fully  equipped  with 

all  modern  amenities. 


54  applications  for  standard  grants  were  approved,  all„  however,  being  from  owner  occupiers  and  in  the 
same  period  67  improvements  to  the  full  standard  were  completed,  resulting  in  the  provision  of  52  baths, 

62  wash  hand  basins,  65  internal  W.C.’s  and  10  sink  units,  and  the  amount  of  grant  paid  totalled  £8,786.24. 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  once  again,  whilst  severe  restrictions  were  placed  on  the  granting  of  mortgages 
no  similar  restrictions  were  placed  on  loans  to  cover  the  cost  of  improvements  not  covered  by  grant,  thus 
enabling  many  owners  to  carry  out  extensive  worthwhile  improvements  at  the  same  time  as  providing  standard 
amenities. 

During  1970,  5 applications  for  full  improvement  grants  were  approved  and  it  is  confidently  expected 

that  next  year  will  see  a marked  increase  in  this  type  of  application. 

The  following  tables  give  details  of  sanitary  improvements  effected  during  the  year: ■ 


Interior  of  Houses 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed  27 
Walls  and  ceilings  re-plastered  25 
Dampness  abated  24 
New  glazed  sinks  provided  33 
Windows  enlarged  or  repaired  53 
Doors  repaired  or  renewed  10 
Cooking  ranges  repaired  or  renewed  14 
Water  supplies  improved  44 
Baths  provided  52 
Hot  water  supplies  provided  50 
Wash  hand  basins  installed  62 
Internal  l,C.’s  provided  65 
Food  stores  improved  5 
Sink  units  provided  10 

Exterior  of  Houses 

Roofs  repaired  52 
Eavesgutters  repaired  or  renewed  40 
Walls  pointed  22 
Walls  rendered  2 
Chimney  pots  renewed  7 
Damp-proof  courses  inserted  6 

Drainage 

Drains  cleared  from  obstruction  281 
Defective  drains  relaid  71 
Inspection  chambers  provided  52 
Soil  pipes  repaired  8 
Septic  tanks  provided  2 

Sanitary  Accommodation 

W.C..  pedestals  renewed  28 
W.C.  cisterns  renewed  12 
Additional  W . C..  ’ s provided  31 
Privies  converted  to  W.C.’s  2 
Dustbins  renewed  512 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  AREA 

Infectious  Diseases  Prevention 

Inspections  18 

Further  enquiries  20 

Disinfections  9 

Miscellaneous  visits  28 


Milk  and  Dairies 

Inspection  of  Dairies 


41 


Food  and  Drugs  Inspection 
Meat  Inspections 
Bakehouses 
Food  Inspections 
Ice  Cream  Inspections 
Water  Sampling 
Fish  Shop  Inspections 


38 

36 

34 

80 

4 

69 


Hous ing 

Houses  inspected  and  recorded 


45 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  AREA  (Cont.) 


Housing  (Cont.) 

General  surveys  183 
Public  Health  Act  Inspections  293 
Revisits  314 
Council  Houses  34 

Sanitary  Matters 

Inspection  of  Nuisances  162 
Inspections  of  Verminous  Premises  25 
Inspection  of  new  drains  137 
Piggeries  and  Poultry  establishments  64 
Factories  and  Workshops  81 
Smoke  observations  25 
Inspection  re  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  380 
Inspections  for  Rat  Infestations  636 
Caravan  Sites  50 


WATER  SUPPLY 


Leeds  Corporation  are  the  water  undertakers  for  this  area,  and  generally  speaking  a satisfactory  supply 
of  wholesome  water  was  provided  throughout  the  year  in  most  parts  of  the  area.  Once  again,  however,  in  the 
East  Garforth  district  where  extensive  housing  development  is  being  carried  out,  complaints  were  received  of 
inadequate  pressure  and  discolouration  and  the  attention  of  the  water  undertakers  was  drawn  to  the  matter. 

It  must  be  said  that  the  officers  of  the  Leeds  Water  Department  are  at  all  times  very  helpful  and  co-operative 
and  have  assured  us  that  the  troubles  at  East  Garforth  are  purely  temporary  and  will  soon  be  remedied. 


The  following  specimen  chemical  and  bacteriological  reports  are  samples  of  the  water  supplied  during  the 
year : - 


Chemical  Analysis 

Total  Solids  ...  ...  ... 

Mineral  Matter  ...  ...  ... 

Chlorine  as  Chlorides  ... 

Free  Ammonia  ...  ...  ... 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  ...  ... 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4 hrs*.  at  80°F 
Nitrous  Nitrogen  ...  ... 

Nitric  Nitrogen  ...  ... 

Lead  in  Solution  ...  ... 

pH  Value  ...  ...  ... 

Colour  - Hazen  Units  ...  ... 

Turbidity  - Silica  Scale  ... 

Bacteriological  Examination 

Total  No.  of  Micro-organisms 
per  ml.  growing  on  Agar  at 
22°C  3 days 

Total  No.  of  Micro-organisms 
per  ml.  growing  on  Agar  at 
37°C  2 days 

Presumptive  B.Coli. 

Cl.  Welchii 


220  pts 

185  pts 

34  pts 

0.10  pts 

0.02  pts 

0.30  pts 

0.012  pts 

3.8  pts 

Nil. 

9.  1 
Nil. 

Nil. 


23 


Nil. 

Nil.  per  100 
Absent  in  50 


per  million 
per  million 
pe  r m i 1 1 i on 
pe  r m i 1 1 i on 
per  million 
per  million 
pe  r m i 1 1 i on 
pe  r m i 1 1 i on 


ml . 
ml . 


Judging  on  the  above  results  I am  of  the  opinion  that  this  sample  is  highly  satisfactory. 


SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

The  work  on  the  reconstruction  of  the  sewerage  system  in  Garforth  and  Allerton  Bywater  areas  has  been 
completed,  and  at  the  time  of  writing  this  Report  work  on  the  enlargement  and  improvement  of  the  Owlwood  Sewage 
Works  is  well  under  way.  Permission  to  commence  the  sludge  drying  plant  is  confidently  expected  at  an  early 
date  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  reconstruction  of  the  Kippax  sewerage  system  will  soon  be  approved,  as  the 
continued  extensive  housing  development  in  Garforth  and  Kippax  is  putting  a heavy  strain  on  the  system. 

The  Oxygest  Sewage  Disposal  plant  mentioned  in  a previous  report,  which  was  installed  by  a large  firm  of 
building  contractors,  as  not  to  delay  their  programme,  has,  during  the  year  given  rise  to  a few  complaints  and 
whilst  generally  speaking  it  has  worked  very  well,  it  is  hoped  that  it  can  soon  be  dispensed  with  and  the  sewers 
connected  to  the  main  drainage  system. 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS 


Parts  1 and  8 are  administered  by  the  Council.  The  following  table  gives  details  of  action  taken. 

FACTORIES  ACT  1961 

Inspection  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  Health 
(Including  Inspections  made  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector) 


No.  of 

Inspections  Written  Occupiers 

Notices  Prosecuted 


1.  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,2, 3, 4, and 

6 are  to  be  enforced 

by  Local  Authority  21 

2.  Factories  not  included 
in  (1)  in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority  30 

3.  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  outworker’s 

premises)  12 


18 


24 


TOTAL  63 


67 


7 


The  above  inspections  revealed  minor  contraventions  of  the  Act  in  8 cases,  and  the  attention  of  the 
owners  was  drawn  to  the  fact.  2 cases  of  lack  of  intervening  ventilated  space  to  W.C.’s  and  1 case  of  dirty 
sanitary  conveniences  were  referred  to  this  department  by  the  Factory  Inspector. 

OFFICES  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT  1963 

All  premises  covered  by  the  above  Act  have  had  at  least  one  general  inspection,  and  it  is  the  practice 
to  carry  out  re - inspec t ions  each  time  a visit  is  made  for  other  purposes. 

Generally  speaking  conditions  in  this  area  are  satisfactory  and  minor  contraventions  of  the  provisions 
of  the  Act  are  quickly  remedied  when  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  owners. 

I would  like,  once  again,  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  co-operation  received  from  the  West  Riding 
Fire  Prevention  Officers  who  are  always  ready  to  give  us  the  benefit  of  their  experience. 

Only  three  accidents  were  reported  and  on  investigation  found  to  be  of  very  minor  character,  requiring 
no  further  action.  One  wonders,  however,  whether  all  accidents  which  take  place  are  reported. 

The  following  tables  are  extracts  from  the  Annual  Report  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Labour: • 

No.  of  Premises  Total  No.  of  No.  of  General 

Class  of  Premises  Registered  Registered  Inspections 

during  year  Premises  at 

end  of  year 


Offices 
Retail  Shops 
Wholesale  Shops 
Catering  Establishments 
Fuel  Storage  Depots 


119 


TOTALS 


52 


CLASS  OF  WORKPLACE 


No.  OF  PERSONS 


Offices  470 
Retail  Shops  232 
Wholesale  Departments,  Warehouses  35 
Catering  establishments  open  to  public  94 
Canteens  10 
Fuel  Storage  Depots 

TOTAL  841 
Total  Males  461 
Total  Females  380 


FOOD  INSPECTION 

No  slaughtering  is  carried  out  in  the  Urban  District,  all  meat  being  purchased  from  wholesalers  in  Leeds 
and  Castleford.  Frequent  inspections  have  been  made  of  meat  and  other  foods  at  shops  in  the  area.  It  is 
now  a recognised  custom  for  shopkeepers  to  seek  assistance  and  advice  from  the  department  when  they  are  at  all 
doubtful  as  to  the  fitness  of  food.  Another  point  of  note  is  that  the  general  public  are  becoming  increasingly 
conscious  of  their  right  to  demand  food  which  is  fresh  and  wholesome,  and  during  the  year  14  cases  were  brought 
to  our  notice  by  customers  who  complained  of  staleness  or  foreign  bodies  in  food.  Whilst  the  manufacturers  of 
food  are,  in  the  main,  very  hygiene  conscious,  and  attend  to  complaints  speedily,  one  must  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  time  is  now  ripe  for  date  stamping  of  food  products  to  be  made  a statutory  obligation. 

From  the  table  below  it  will  be  seen  that  a considerable  amount  of  food  had  to  be  condemned  during  the  year. 
Once  again  the  main  reason  for  the  unfitness  of  the  food  was  breakdown  of  refrigeration  plants  at  supermarkets 
in  the  area. 

Beef 
Mut  t on 
Pork 
Bac  on 
Ham 

Sausage 
Liver 
Chicken 
Fish  Cakes 
Frozen  Foods 

BAKEHOUSES 

52  inspections  were  carried  out  of  the  6 bakehouses  in  the  area  and  it  is  gratifying,  once  again,  to  report 
that  apart  from  one  or  two  very  minor  infringements,  the  bakehouses  were  at  all  times  kept  in  very  good  condition. 
This  situation  is  no  doubt,  to  a large  extent,  attributable  to  the  fact  that  in  every  case  the  premises  and  staff 
are  under  the  personal  supervision  of  the  owners. 

ICE  CREAM 

There  are  no  manufacturers  of  Ice  Cream  in  the  area  but  80  shops  are  registered  with  this  Department  for 
the  sale  of  Ice  Cream,  an  increase  of  3 on  last  year.  In  every  case  of  a shopkeeper  applying  to  manufacturers 

for  a supply  of  Ice  Cream  they  are  informed  that  no  supplies  will  be  delivered  until  the  premises  are  registered 

with  this  Department  and  this  has  helped  considerably  in  improving  the  conditions  under  which  this  product  is 
sold  . 

PRESERVED  FOODS 

Only  1 new  registration  of  premises  used  for  the  preparation  and  sale  of  preserved  foods  was  made  during 
the  year,  bringing  the  total  to  30,  and  these  have  been  regularly  inspected  throughout  the  year.  Once  again 
the  most  common  cause  of  complaint  was  inadequate  temperature  control,  but  as  time  goes  by  it  is  very  noticeable 

that  shopkeepers  are  becoming  more  and  more  conscious  of  their  duties  in  this  respect. 

FOOD  HYGIENE 

There  are  190  premises  in  the  area  subject  to  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations.  Frequent  inspections  are  made 
and  it  is  pleasing  to  report  that  generally  speaking  a high  standard  of  hygiene  has  been  maintained  throughout 
the  year.  The  practice  of  submitting  all  plans  of  new  shops,  and  alterations  to  existing  shops,  to  this 
Department  for  approval  is  a great  help  and  ensures  that  premises  comply  with  the  Regulations  right  from  the 
outset. 


1884  lbs 
98  lbs 
666  lbs 
214  lbs 
14  lbs 
88  lbs 
10  lbs 
48  lbs 
24  packets 
1043  packets 


Set  out  below  is 


list  of  food  premises 


the  area : - 


Fried  Fish  16 
Greengrocers  12 
Butchers  19 
Grocers  68 
Sweets , etc . 2 1 
Confectioners  16 
Chemists  7 
Canteens  8 
Licensed  Premises  23 


Inspections  carried  out  of  the  above  premises  show  that  in  every  case  adequate  provisions  are  made  to 
comply  with  Regulation  16.  6 chemists  and  2 sweet  shops  are  exempt  from  Regulation  19  by  virtue  of  the  fact 

that  no  open  food  is  sold,  but  all  the  other  premises  comply  with  the  Regulations. 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  REGULATIONS 

All  milk  retailers  in  this  area  obtain  their  supplies  from  large  dairy  combines  in  Leeds  or  Castleford. 
During  the  year,  it  was  found  that  the  refrigerated  milk  store  at  Garforth,  to  which  Associated  Dairies  Ltd., 
by  far  the  biggest  supplier  in  this  area,  deliver  milk  supplies  for  practically  all  the  local  retailers,  was 
becoming  inadequate  to  cope  with  the  increased  volume  of  trade.  After  discussion,  plans  were  approved  for  a 
much  larger  and  more  modern  store,  and  at  the  time  of  writing  this  Report  the  new  building  is  well  on  its  way 
to  being  completed. 

5 complaints  were  received  during  the  year  regarding  cleanliness  of  bottles  and  each  case  was  thoroughly 
investigated.  It  is  very  apparent  that  the  large  milk  processing  and  bottling  firms  spare  no  effort  to  ensure 
the  cleanliness  of  their  products,,  and  if  some  bottles  slip  through  it  is  entirely  due  to  some  human  failure. 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS 


As  in  previous  years  all  work  under  the  above  Act  is  carried  out  on  contract  by  a firm  specialising  in 
this  kind  of  work. 

The  table  below  gives  details  of  the  work  carried  out  in  the  control  of  rats  and  mice  during  the  year. 

PROPERTIES  OTHER  THAN  SEWERS  TYPE  OF  PROPERTY 

NON-  AGRICULTURAL  AGRICULTURAL 


1.  Number  of  properties  in  district 

2.  (a)  Total  number  of  properties 

(including  nearby  premises) 
inspected  following  notification 
(b)  Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 
(ii)  Mice 

3.  (a)  Total  number  of  properties 

inspected  for  rats  and/or  mice 
for  reasons  other  than  notification 
(b)  Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 
(ii)  Mice 

SEWERS 


8920  30 

215  12 

191  9 

24  3 

397  12 

106  9 

10  1 


There  were  no  sewers  infested  by  rats  during  the  year. 

CLEAN  AIR  ACT  1956 

There  is  no  real  problem  in  this  area  from  industrial  smoke  and  industrialists  have  readily  co-operated 
with  the  Council  when  installing  new,  or  altering  existing,  boiler  plants. 

There  has  been  no  progress  in  the  making  of  Clean  Air  Zones  but  it  is  hoped  that  in  the  near  future  the 
Council  will  see  fit  to  take  steps  to  control  the  domestic  smoke  pollution  problem. 

CARAVAN  SITES 

There  is  only  one  caravan  site  in  the  lirea  and  this  has  a licence  for  75  residential  caravans.  Apart  from 
changes  of  tenancy  this  site  is  fully  occupied  throughout  the  year  and  frequent  inspections  have  revealed  that 
the  owners,  who,  incidentally,  live  on  the  site,  have  carried  out  many  worthwhile  improvements  during  the  year. 
Very  few  complaints  indeed  are  received  and  these  are  quickly  dealt  with  due  to  the  willing  co-operation  of 
the  site  owner. 


PETROLEUM  STORAGE 


The  number  of  installations  licensed  to  store  Petroleum  Spirit  remains  the  same  as  last  year,  namely  26 
and  the  total  storage  capacity  remains  at  102, 7S0  gallons. 

Thanks  to  the  efforts  of  the  West  Riding  County  Council  Fire  Service  a thorough  inspection  was  made  of 
every  installation  in  the  area  and  the  attention  of  the  owners  was  drawn  to  any  infringements  of  the  Petroleum 
Storage  Regulations.. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 

Apart  from  disruption  due  to  strike  action,  which,  in  this  area  was  quickly  settled  by  local  agreement  a 
regular  service  was  maintained  throughout  the  year.  A Work  Study  Unit  has  been  engaged  on  a comprehensive 
survey  of  the  Council’s  outside  staff,  and  many  matters  of  extreme  importance  affecting  refuse  collection  and 
disposal  hinge  on  the  outcome  of  their  report. 

The  Council’s  policy  of  allowing  the  workmen  to  remove  all  manner  of  household  and  trade  refuse  has  continued, 
and  whilst  placing  a heavy  burden  on  the  service,  is  certainly  well  worth  the  money  it  costs  the  ratepayers. 

It  is  now  well  known,  throughout  the  area,  that  this  Department  will,  on  request,  move  bulky  articles  of 
furniture  etc.,  and  as  mentioned  previously,  this  has  resulted  in  much  less  refuse  being  dumped,  around  the 
countryside. 

Once  again  it  is  necessary  to  emphasise  the  urgency  of  deciding  future  policy  for  the  disposal  of  refuse. 
Tipping  sites  are  rapidly  becoming  exhausted,  and  the  volume  of  refuse  to  be  dealt  with  is  for  ever  on  the 
increase,  due  to  the  rapid  expansion  of  population  in  this  area.  The  Council  have,  however,  agreed  in  principle 
to  their  consultant  engineers  preparing  a report  on  the  feasibility  of  a combined  refuse  incineration  and 
sewage  sludge  drying  plant  at  the  Owlwood  Sewage  Works  which  is  at  present  being  reconstructed,  and  talks  have 
already  taken  place  with  Ministry  officials.  No  doubt  deliberations  and  decisions  are  somewhat  influenced  by 
local  government  re-organisation  and  the  report  of  the  working  party  on  refuse  disposal,  but  this  does  not  alter 
the  fact  that  the  problem  will  have  to  be  faced  up  to  very  soon  indeed. 

Due  to  the  introduction  of  British  Standard  Time,  the  starting  time  of  the  men  egaged  on  refuse  collection 
was  delayed  for  one  hour  for  the  6 weeks  prior  to  and  6 week  following  Christmas,  and  this  proved  more  successful. 
However  as  we  shall  in  1971  revert  to  the  old  method  there  will  be  no  need  to  alter  working  hours. 

On  the  26th  November  a severe  fire  destroyed  the  Council’ s depot  at  Aberford  Road,,  Garforth  and  since  that 
date  the  salvage  of  saleable  materials  has  been  discontinued.  In  view  of  the  unsatisfactory  state  of  the 
market  for  waste  paper  a decision  has  not  yet  been  made  as  to  the  advisability  of  starting  up  this  branch  of 
the  service  again. 


Set  out  below  is 

a table  giving  details 

of  salvage  sold  up 

to  the 

26th  November, 

1970. 

SALVAGE  SOLD  DURING  THE 

: PERIOD 

1st  JANUARY 

- 26th 

NOVEMBER,,  1970 

TONS 

CWTS 

QRS 

LBS 

£ 

P- 

Waste  Paper 

38 

11 

2 

0 

270 

2# 

Rags 

10 

17 

0 

7 

135 

66 

A lum ini um 

8 

3 

13 

58 

19 

Brass 

5 

1 

8 

40 

93# 

Copper 

2 

2 

0 

53 

34 

Le  ad 

2 

0 

18 

10 

44# 

Batteries 

1 

1 

2 

21 

38 

43 

Stainless  Steel 

1 

2 

1 

56 

TOTAL  51 

9 

1 

13 

608 

58# 

In  conclusion  may  I once  again  express  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council  and  particularly 
the  Chairman  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  their  continued  support  and  encouragement.  I must  also 
express  my  appreciation  of  the  help  and  co-operation  I have  received  from  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
other  officials  of  the  Council,  but  above  all  I must  record  the  fact  that  without  the  loyal  and  expert  help 
of  Mr.  Cockerham  your  Additional  Public  Health  Inspector  this  Report  could  never  have  been  produced. 

I am.  Madam  Chairman  and  Members, 

Yours  faithfully, 

R . A . NAYLOR 


Public  Health  Inspector. 
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